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About Deaf Victoria
Established in 1982, Deaf Victoria is a registered charity and
the peak advocacy organisation for deaf and hard of hearing
people living in Victoria. Deaf Victoria has conducted several
systemic advocacy campaigns and supported numerous
deaf and hard of hearing people through individual advocacy
services for nearly forty years.
Deaf Victoria is the only remaining active and funded state-based advocacy
organisation for deaf and hard of hearing people in Australia. The majority of sitting
board members are deaf/hard of hearing themselves and all but one of our paid staff
members have a lived experience of deafness.
Our vision is that deaf and hard of hearing people experiencing equality, opportunity
and connection, and are valued for their unique contributions towards a diverse
society.

Projects that have been recently completed or are currently underway span areas
such as: the Disability Royal Commission; research and resource development related
to access in hospitals and healthcare settings; COVID-19 resources and recovery; and
training programs to build individual capacity in relation to general advocacy. Funding
for these projects came from several state and federal agencies. Deaf Victoria also
successfully completed a project funded by the NDIA Information, Linkages and
Capacity Building (ILC) Program in 2020, with a focus on improving self-advocacy
skills and resources for deaf and hard of hearing people. This model is soon to be
replicated in other states.
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Deaf Victoria is funded by the Victorian Department of Families, Fairness and Housing
(previously DHHS) to provide individual advocacy services for deaf and hard of
hearing Victorians. Our core business is to ensure access and inclusion in government
funded and mainstream services for deaf and hard of hearing people across Victoria.
In addition to individual capacity building and advocacy, Deaf Victoria works with
government and private providers to increase access to services and to educate the
wider community on how to interact with and serve deaf and hard of hearing
community members.

Deaf Victoria also represents deaf and hard of hearing interests at an advisory level in
various government settings and work alongside other disability groups and the
national peak organisation for deaf and hard of hearing Australians, Deaf Australia to
ensure those we represent can participate on equal footing in society and to fully
activate their citizenship with pride.
Deaf Victoria also works alongside key service providers with linguistic and cultural
competency and expertise in the deaf sector including, but not limited to deaf
societies such as Expression Australia (formerly known as Vicdeaf and Tasdeaf). We
strongly advocate for the use of deaf and Auslan specific service providers where
appropriate but importantly, our affiliation is first and foremost deaf and hard of
hearing Victorians and their needs. Deaf Victoria itself is not registered to provide
NDIS items and the individual advocacy service operates at no cost to those who seek
support. We have a limited number of fee-for-service offerings, although these all
align with our advocacy and cultural competency remit and providing opportunities
for consumers to give feedback on and co-design services and programs for and
about them.

Project Background
Auslan (Australian Sign Language) is the native language of the Australian Deaf
community and is unique to Australia. Auslan was recognised as a community
language by the Commonwealth Government in 1987 and 1991, respectively. The 2016
Census recorded Melbourne as having the greatest growth in Auslan users across the
city. Auslan is rapidly growing in popularity, with it becoming the fifth most taught
language out of 51 languages taught in schools across Victoria.

The broader community is also encouraged to become better allies for deaf and hard
of hearing people. Currently they do not know how to engage with deaf and hard of
hearing people as they are scared to make mistakes. This project will also allow us to
bring down barriers between the broader community and deaf and hard of hearing
people, particularly with introducing them to the world where deaf and hard of hearing
people live.
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Australia currently lags behind other countries in terms of access for deaf and hard of
hearing people, and the visibility of Auslan as one of Australia’s many community
languages. In recent times, Auslan has become more prominent through the use of
Auslan interpreter in public emergency and health broadcasts on television and social
media channels in response to the 2019-20 bushfire emergency and the current
COVID-19 pandemic. There has never been a better to capitalise on the publicity and
broader community’s interest in Auslan.

People living, working, studying, and visiting the City of Melbourne multiplicity will be
more confident to communicate with deaf and hard of hearing people using Auslan.
Inclusion for deaf and hard of hearing people will be increased in the City of
Melbourne multiplicity, as there will be a greater number of people who are aware of
deaf and hard of hearing people and are equipped with basic Auslan skills to enable
communication with deaf and hard of hearing people.
A greater number of people entering non-accredited and accredited Auslan training
pathways at Expression Australia and Melbourne Polytechnic. People entering Auslan
training pathways will be able to explore careers working with deaf and hard of hearing
people such as Auslan interpreting or working for service providers specialising in
providing services and supports to deaf and hard of hearing people who are NDIS
participants or intend to become NDIS participants in order to receive funding for
supports.
Through the Auslan in the City project, we have delivered Auslan 101 workshops at
RACV Australia Day Festival and Sunday Ideas Market (Melbourne Knowledge Week),
produced a community-based video with Auslan signs for Melbourne landmarks and
common phrases, developed a guidelines for councils and organisations to make their
events accessible for deaf and hard of hearing people who use Auslan, and a media kit
for the upcoming National Week of the Deaf People and International Day of Sign
Languages.

www.deafvictoria.org.au
Deaf Victoria Inc.

@deafvictoria
info@deafvictoria.org.au
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@deafvictoria

Media Pack
The National Week of Deaf People is a week-long
celebration of Deaf individuals and the Deaf Australian
community.
Throughout the week, various organisations across the
state host events to show their support for the Deaf
Community.
The International Week of Deaf People and International Day of Sign Languages are
celebrated annually to recognise the culture, history, and the language of the Deaf
Community. The International Week of Deaf People is an initiative of the World
Federation of the Deaf and traditionally held on the founding dates of the World
Federation of the Deaf (23 September 1951). The International Day of Sign Language is
adopted by the United Nations General Assembly to be celebrated annually on 23
September starting in 2018.

The National Week of Deaf People is also an opportunity for organisations with staff
members who are deaf or hard of hearing to be recognised for giving the Deaf
Community a fair-go and maintain relationship with its staff members and the Deaf
Community.
This information sheet outlines artwork and sample social media posts that you can
use to help recognize and promote this important week and the key events during this
time.

This year’s theme

The theme for National Week of Deaf People 2021 is Celebrating Thriving Deaf
Communities. In a year like no other, this theme showcases the unity and
togetherness of deaf and hard of hearing people all over the globe.
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The National Week of Deaf People (NWDP) was previously celebrated annually in
October. The NWDP celebrates the Australian Deaf Community and their culture,
history, pride, and language. Until 2018, after the International Day of Sign Language
was adopted by the United Nations, Deaf Australia, the national peak advocacy body,
moved the National Week of Deaf People to correspond with the World Federation of
the Deaf’ initiatives. Starting in 2018, the NWDP is celebrated in September,
corresponding with the International Week of the Deaf and the International Day of
Sign Languages.

Join the conversation online
Hashtags

The theme for National Week of Deaf People 2021 is Celebrating Thriving Deaf
Communities. In a year like no other, this theme showcases the unity and
togetherness of deaf and hard of hearing people all over the globe.

Links

https://wfdeaf.org/iwdeaf2021/
https://www.deafvictoria.org.au
https://deafaustralia.org.au/information/nwdp/

Social media tiles
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You can use the social media posts below to show your support.
Download the full set in our information pack HERE.
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Sample social media posts

Post 1: Supporting and celebrating National Week of Deaf People and relevant
events
Sunday 19 September 2021
National Week of Deaf People is just around the corner. See what’s on:
https://deafaustralia.org.au/nwdp/ @DeafAustralia @DeafVictoria
#InternationalWeekOfDeafPeople #NationalWeekOfDeafPeople #IWDP2021
#NWDP2021 #CelebratingThrivingDeafCommunities
We are celebrating National Week of Deaf People. Are you?
https://deafaustralia.org.au/nwdp/ @DeafAustralia @DeafVictoria
#InternationalWeekOfDeafPeople #NationalWeekOfDeafPeople #IWDP2021
#NWDP2021 #CelebratingThrivingDeafCommunities
If you support thriving deaf communities, get involved in National Week of Deaf
People. https://deafaustralia.org.au/nwdp/ @DeafAustralia @DeafVictoria
#InternationalWeekOfDeafPeople #NationalWeekOfDeafPeople #IWDP2021
#NWDP2021 #CelebratingThrivingDeafCommunities
Theme 1: Cherishing Deaf History
Monday 20 September 2021
We are proud to have a rich deaf history in the City of Melbourne. Swipe left to find
out more!
@DeafVictoria #InternationalWeekOfDeafPeople #NationalWeekOfDeafPeople
#IWDP2021 #NWDP2021#CelebratingThrivingDeafCommunities
Theme 2: Sustainable Deaf Leadership

Sustaining Deaf leaders start with us. Find out more how you can work with the Deaf
Community.
@DeafVictoria #InternationalWeekOfDeafPeople #NationalWeekOfDeafPeople
#IWDP2021 #NWDP2021#CelebratingThrivingDeafCommunities
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Tuesday 21 September 2021

Theme 3: Sign Language for All Deaf Learners
Wednesday 22 September 2021
We are taking part in saying no to language deprivation in deaf and hard of hearing
children. @DeafVictoria #InternationalWeekOfDeafPeople
#NationalWeekOfDeafPeople #IWDP2021
#NWDP2021#CelebratingThrivingDeafCommunities
Theme 4: We Sign for Human Rights!
Thursday 23 September 2021
We are proud to support #WeSignForHumanRights, #Auslan and #AccessibilityForAll.
@DeafVictoria #InternationalWeekOfDeafPeople #NationalWeekOfDeafPeople
#IWDP2021 #NWDP2021#CelebratingThrivingDeafCommunities
#InternationalDayOfSignLanguages #IDSL2021 #WeSignForHumanRights
Theme 5: Intersectional Deaf Communities
Friday 24 September 2021
"Deaf people are an important part of the human diversity" Dr Liisa Kauppinen.
@DeafVictoria #InternationalWeekOfDeafPeople #NationalWeekOfDeafPeople
#IWDP2021 #NWDP2021#CelebratingThrivingDeafCommunities
Theme 6: Deaf Culture and Arts
Saturday 25 September 2021
Did you know Deaf culture art is more than just a painting or a drawing. It brings the
Deaf community and language together. @DeafVictoria
#InternationalWeekOfDeafPeople #NationalWeekOfDeafPeople #IWDP2021
#NWDP2021#CelebratingThrivingDeafCommunities

Sunday 26 September 2021
We are taking part in Human Rights for the Deaf Community. Are you? @DeafVictoria
#InternationalWeekOfDeafPeople #NationalWeekOfDeafPeople #IWDP2021
#NWDP2021#CelebratingThrivingDeafCommunities
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Theme 7: Human Rights in Times of Crisis

